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INTRODUCTION 


WHAT INDIE ROCK DID FOR ME 


PLUMTREE WAS MY FAVOURITE 
band in high school: an all-girl indie 
rock band from Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
none of them much older than me. 
Nerdy teen girls rocking out, you 
know? [heard a song on college radio 
one day, found their first album (Mass 
Teen Fainting) at Sunrise Records in 
the Westmount Mall, and that was it. 

In fall 1997 they released their 
second album, Plumtree Predicts the 
Future, and its lead single, “Scott 
Pilgrim”. In early 2000 ~ by which 
point I had finagled my way into being 
the web designer for their new label, 
Endearing Records ~ they released 
their third album, This Day Won't Last 
At All, went on a seven-week tour, and 
then split up. My other favourite band, 
the ("cough") Smashing Pumpkins, 
broke up at almost the exact same 
time. 

It must have been that summer 
that I realized that I might have to 
actually focus my creativity in some 
way and fill the void left by all my 
favourite things suddenly evaporating. 
I was already 21! What had I been 
doing with my life? Mostly playing 
video games and moping about girls, 

I guess. I picked up a guitar and some 
sharpies, ran away to California the 
following winter, finally got the guts to 
move to ‘Toronto at the end of 2001. 


Scorr PiLcr (THE SONG) 
The vinyl EP version has crunch. 
The album version has maybe more of 


a propulsive flow to it. ‘They both have 


the same words: 


I've liked you for a thousand years 

a thousand years 

I cant wait til I see you 

cant wait until I see you 

You cant stand to see me that way 

No matter what I do 

No matter what I say 

You can't stand to see me that way 

Yeah 

(repeat for 3 minutes) 

Lyrics ©Plumtree 
Of course there’s more to it than 
that. There’s the incredible guitar 
interplay — by two 18-year-old girls! 
that Stylus magazine has called 

the “greatest single guitar excursion 
ever’. ‘There's this complete wide-cyed 
innocence to the whole affair, under 
the incredible guitar crunch. It’s like 
perfect rock-and-roll as conceived 
by grade schoolers. (“In the Sink’, 
the first song of theirs I ever heard, is 
about worms and Barbies, and not at 


all in a contrived way.) 


Scorr PrLcGRm™ (rut Comic) 

I originally wanted to use a 
Plumtree song title for the tide of my 
first book, Lost at Sea, but realized 
I could probably do some exploring 
with the name Scott Pilgrim. And so, 
I put him on the shelf and thought 
about him fora long time. 

[hada breakup that made 
me miserable, and I decided Scott 
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Pilgrim would be miserable ~ but 

still awesome. I rode the bus to 
Brampton with my gay roommate and 
we would talk about Scott Pilgrim 
and how awesome his life could be. 
Lost at Sea was released to general 
underwhelmed-ness, and I thought I 


should maybe do a book that would 
make my friends laugh, instead of feel 
awkward and uncomfortable around 
me. So: Scott Pilgrim. Six books, just 
to see if | could do it. Cheer the hell 
up, be entertaining, stop swearing, 
draw some cool junk. 


The Annotated Pilgrim 


VOLUME I: SCOTT PILGRIM’S PRECIOUS CTPTLE LIFE 


INSIDE FRONT COVER 
She's supposed to be walking down the hill 
to the Christie Pits, which Is this big park, but 
it’s drawn from memory/imagination here. The 
inside cover of Volume 2 places her nearby 
(outside Christie Station). It’s kind of as 
though she lives somewhere around there, but 
| established she lives closer to Dundas St, 
which Is quite a ways south. Oh well! 


«Scorr PULGRIM Is DATING A HIGH 
SCHOOLER!” 

I wrote the dialogue for this scene 
in 2002, and it’s only slightly-modified 
in this book - written and drawn at 
least two years later. That dialogue 
was the starting point for the series, 
along with the name Scott Pilgrim. 

‘They're eating toast and drinking 
Pepsi out of mugs. For some reason 
my friends rarely had glassware, and 
we would always drink out of their 
random assortment of crappy mugs. 

The house I referenced for Stills 
& Neil’s apartment is on the east 
side of Marchmount St., near where 
Chris Butcher and [ used to live. The 
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kitchen interior is referenced from 

my other friends’ old apartment at 
Dundas & Beatrice. And the bus 

in this scene is supposed to be the 
Ossington bus, near Dupont St in that 
shot, but it’s drawn from memory. 

Knives’ books say stuff like 

“Tricky Stuff, Part 2” (as if part 1 
wasn't tricky enough). 


Scorr & WALLACE’S APARTMENT 
I did use reference for the 


exterior, although I didn’t draw it 
very well in Volume 1 - it was this 
little door in a wall somewhere north 
of Davenport and east of Oakwood. 
I don’t think it’s an apartment; 
it’s probably someone's cellar or 
something. [ thought it would be 
funny to make their apartment literally 
a hole in the wall. Most ‘Toronto 
apartments I lived in or visited were 
very hole-in-the-wall-esque. (I’m not 
talking about nice apartments, ’'m 
talking about the ones that students 
and 20-somethings can afford.) 
There’s a wall lamp in their 
apartment that I forget to draw about 
go% of the time. [ only concretely 
remember it being there in this scene, 
and then a few pages later when 
Stacey calls and he turns it on. 


I think Wallace Wells was 


subconsciously named 
for Wade Welles, the 
Sabrina Lloyd character 
from Sliders. Lhad 

such a crush on her 
when I was like 15 or 
whatever. He is also, as 


is widely known, based 
in many ways on my own former gay 
roommate, Christopher Butcher. 


Kam Pine & Sex Bos-omB 

Kim Pine has been running 
around my stories for years and years, 
always looking different but acting 
generally the same. I read about 
Osamu Tezuka’s “star system” in 
high school - how he'd use the same 
characters in different roles in new 
books ~ and was hooked for life. Full 
disclosure: she was initially part of a 
reluctant teenaged superhero team 
and her mutant power was that spines 
would come out of her body when she 
was emotionally agitated! (‘They had a 
guy like this in the third x-men movie 
and I felt violated) 

I don’t remember when or how | 
came up with the name Sex Bob-omb. 
I didn’t really like it at first because 
it’s so awful and clunky, but then the 
awfulness and clunkiness eventually 
became endearing, so I kept it around. 
‘Their jam space (in their living room) 
is similar (o what my friends had back 
in the Imperial Otter days (that was 
a band I was in), but now I just feel 
sorry for their neighbours. 

On the bus at the end of this 
scene there’s an ad for the (fictional) 


‘Trapnest album, “Trigger”, from the 
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comic Nana, by Ai Yazawa. It was a 
big inspiration when I was working on 
Volume 1. 


AFTERWARDS 

I should mention that Neil’s bed 
is referenced from my friend Luke’s 
bed. And that Neil is always on the 
computer (like many of my friends 
at the time, and like many of you!). 
His last name comes from my friend 
Daniel Noordegraaf, but there were 
too many O’s and A’s to fit into the 
word balloon, so I truncated the name. 
Apologies to the Noordegraafs of the 
world. 


STACEY CALLS 
Stacey Pilgrim 
is based on my 


own sister (also Sta 
( 


called Stacey). 
I think having 


my actual sister 
in the book is important to the overall 
feeling of the series. 

This scene also contains the not- 
very-infamous gafle where Wallace's 
last name says “Weldon” on the 
mailbox (it should be “Wells” - it was 
originally Weldon, but I changed it). 
L also like the idea that Scott enjoys 
getting junkmail, and specifically 
requests it on the mailbox. 


RECIOUS LITTLE LIFE 


'TRAINSPOTTING, AND AFTER 


This scene takes place at the 
corner of St Clair and Bathurst, 
although I might have switched a few 
businesses around so I could draw 
more interesting signs. Another thing 
I changed (accidentally) is Knives’s 
scool, which és right there in real life, 
but it’s actually a boys’ school. 

‘The “Trainspotting” page is the 
first page I drew, and I drew itat a 
larger size and I did the balloons with 
a brush. I changed everything after, 
but I kept the page. The second page I 
drew was the earlier page introducing 
Wallace in their apartment, which I 
drew on computer paper, for some 
reason? After that, I started drawing at 
7” x 11” on Strathmore bristol, which 
I continued using through the end of 
Vol 3 and the Free Comic. 

Knives’s line “Bobby is kind of 
fobby” is one of my secret favourites. 

I have a weakness for dumb jokes and 
rhymes. 

Scott’s old house is near the 
corner of Bracondale Hill and ‘Turner 
Rd., just north of Davenport and east 
of Ossington. Scott says it’s where he 
lived when he was in high school. He 
really only had one year of high school 
there (maybe not even a full year), 
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Rr ee 3 é a 
but Pll forgive him the slip since he 
has a bad memory anyway. A young 
neighbour of this house is a fan of the 
books now, and his father told me that 
the owners of this house were amused 
to see their house used as a location in 


a comic book. 


Scort’s DREAM (1, AND RAMONA 

[like how his dream takes place 
in a cartoon desert. ‘The dream 
is about how he’s secretly feeling 
inside after being dumped. He's 
outwardly chipper, but subconsciously 
devastated. We see this reflected in 
Vol 3 flashbacks a bit, or we would if 
the book didn’t print too dark which 
it did. 

We sce Ramona for the first time 
here so ’ll mention that her initial 
hairstyle was based on a girl that I saw 
dancing at a club one time, ages ago. 
And I saw a girl on the Bathurst bus 
wearing a star ring one time, so I put if 
on Ramona. 'The star ended up being 
sort of Ramona’s symbol (it’s also on 
her bag, and on the subspace doors). 


Susu AND THE WYCHWOOD LIBRARY 

Nippon Sushi is based on a place 
we used to go near the corner of Bloor 
and Bathurst. 'They serve large orders 


on boats. “Other Scott” is loosely 
based on our friend Scott Robins. He 
and Wallace are just friends! 

‘The Wychwood library is real (at 
the corner of Bathurst and St Clair) 
and I tried to capture it in some detail. 
‘The ‘Toronto Public Library reprinted 
this page in their annual report, which 
is nice. [ love libraries, and was a 
library wage-slave for 7 years while in 
high school and university. Libraries 
often do remind me of grade school, 
though, either at the North Bay Public 
Library or various school libraries. I 
was a bookish kid. 


one 
ee a 


Scorr’s DREAM (2), AND THE PARTY 

In Scott’s second dream we see 
an early, hastily-drawn Envy Adams, 
and his mind also puts Knives in there 
(playing saxophone for some reason). 
Its kind of an early hint at the Kid 
Chameleon backstory explained more 
in Volume 3. 

Julie is supposed to live on 
Queen Street, which I didn’t bother 
referencing whatsoever, but I also 
didn’t mention where they were (and 
Scott is oblivious, anyway). I don’t 
think I ever really attended a house 
party with THAT many people, but 
it seemed plausible enough. Scott is 
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THIS PAE 
TOTALL 
SUCKS. | 
GOING 1 
6O PEI 
OUE TC 
BOREOC 


supposed to be drinking non-alcoholic 
punch, and we also see Ramona in the 
background filling her cup from the 
punch bowl, in the second panel. 

| have no recollection of how | 
came to give Ramona the Mr. Men 
shoes, but those books were such a 
huge part of my childhood and I think 
I wanted to pay tribute in some small 
way. 

The character of Comeau is 
loosely based on a real person named 
Michael Comeau. He seems to know 
everyone, and I needed a character 
like that, so I just asked him if he 
wouldn't mind (or maybe I didn’t 
and [just told him after). We briefly 
worked together at the Beguiling and 
we both weren’t cut out for it, I think. 

Monique and Sandra are named 
after (and loosely modeled after) 
two girls I knew in middle school, so 
deepest apologies to the two of them if 


they ever read these books. 


60, HOW'S 
SCOTT 
TONIGHT? 
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’ APTER THE PARTY 


A certain drunken roommate of 
mine would always come in to my 
room late at night after getting back 
from the bar, collapse on my bed, start 
a conversation, and be fast asleep 
within 2 minutes. On the flip side, he 
also brought into my life a deep and 
abiding respect for good bacon, which 
crops up in Scott Pilgrim a few times. 

The Amazon.ca thing came 
about because every time I ordered 
something from them, it would 
arrive the next morning! It was kind 
of creepy, yet wonderfully futuristic. 
Super-cool female couriers are a 
staple of near-future cyberpunky 
fiction (from William Gibson to Dark 
Angel to Brian Wood’s Couriers), and 
Ramona is sort of poking fun at them, 
but it’s also supposed to feel like she’s 
on the lam from another story entirely. 
A big, fancy, American story. 

NOW Magazine has been used 
as a plot device a few times. It’s a real 
thing, one of those ubiquitous urban 
free weekly arts papers. We literally 
always would be checking NOW for 
listings and stuff, so I couldn’t help 
putting it in the book (again and again 
and again). 

After Knives kisses him, Scott 
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zooms away and if 
you look at him he’s 
just this poorly-drawn, 
twitchy thing. ‘That's a 


device borrowed from 
the ridi€ulously funny manga and 
anime series Sexy Commando Gaiden: 
Sugot-yo Masaru-san!, introduced to 
me by old friends years ago. 


SUNDAY EVENING 
Knives is wearing the jacket 
she didn’t buy at Goodwill. I guess 
she went back and got it. Scott is 
wearing a “Canadian Girls Kick Ass!” 
shirt, which is one of those crappy 
touristy things (and generally only 
worn by girls). Neil’s shirt has an 
approximation of the Napster logo, 
which I always thought was cute. 
[like the way Scott and Kim 
are completely uninterested in Stills’ 
story about the show. I had originally 
wanted to make the whole process of 
playing shows a lot less glamorous, 
but that kind of got left by the wayside 
a bit. Anyway: playing shows is pretty 


unglamorous in real life. 


Crash and the Boys are modeled 
on some of my friends, and the band is 
named after a NES game, Crash N’ the 


Boys Street Challenge (localized from 
one of those ‘Technos Japan “Riki 

& Kunio” games, as was the better- 
known River City Ransom). The little 
girl, ‘Trasha, is totally made up (I hope 
you knew that)! 


RAMONA, COME CLOSER 

The “come closer” line is from a 
Bob Dylan song covered by the Flying 
Burrito Brothers. ‘The scene when she 
comes to the door was kind of tricky 
to write, because Scott says a lot of 
things that I would never say (or at 
least be brainless enough to say out 
loud). Lalso had to establish our first 
impression of Ramona, and up to this 
point I knew very little about her. [ like 
the way she chews her pencil and stuff, 
her body language. 

‘The whole subspace highways 
thing is an extrapolation of how 
Canada is generally a few years 
behind the U.S. in consumer 
technology. Our cell phones are not as 
cool. Even our bank cards are not as 
cool. So the idea behind the subspace 
highways (and some other Ramona- 
related stuff) is that maybe the 
Americans figured out the technology 
and it’s just taking a while to trickle 
down to us in Canada ~ or maybe we'll 
never get it. Sigh. 

Another little thing [like is how, 
at the end of this scene, Scott signs his 
name really gigantically and runs out 
of space on the form. 


YEAH... 
EIGHT 
O'CLOCK? 
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So YEAH 

‘There was a huge April blizzard 
that year and I remember walking 
home from the Beguiling in hip- 
deep snow (or so Lremember it; Pm 
probably exaggerating). I'm sure I 
came home and wrote “they meet 
during a crazy April blizzard, and 
this scene came out of that. like 
their ambiguous, runaround, getting 
to know you dialogue. Also, her line 
“Tm waitin’ on you!” is Starcraft 
dialogue (from a computer game) that 
I struggled to insert seamlessly into 
the book. 

They walk through Hillcrest Park, 
near my old place, which I didn’t 
reference. There are stairs up one 
side and down the other side (coming 
out on Christie), so they're heading 
generally east, and then they walk 
down Christie as the blizzard picks 
up, supposedly. 

‘The “falling through subspace” 
page was going to be something 
completely different, but [like what 
I ended up with. Sometimes laziness 


works out to everyone’s advantage. 


RAMONA’S APARTMENT 

‘The exterior was from some 
random snapshot L took on some 
random side street near Dundas and 
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Bathurst. ‘The foyer is based on the 
house where Chris and [ used to live, 
and her kitchen was vaguely inspired 
by another friend’s apartment. There’s 
a Johnny Cash photo on the wall, and 
another random photo of some people 
(possibly Ramona’s family). ‘The 20 
different kinds of tea is a joke on my 
wife, Hope Larson, who had a whole 
lot of tea when I met her. (Like Scott's 
line “there’s more than one kind of 
tea?”) ‘The poster for Rear Window 
is also a slight nod to Hope, who is 
a Hitchcock appreciator. Ramona 
is not generally based on Hope, but 
I obviously get some “womenfolk 
notions” from the woman I live with, 
right? 

Sometimes I’m proud of the 
sexy scene and sometimes I’m not 
sure about it. The book gets read by 
younger kids than I'd expected, which 
makes me nervous, but at the same 
time it’s not at all explicit, and Pd 
like to think of it as positive. I kind of 
balked in Volume 2 and 3, not going 
into Scott and Ramona’s sex life much 
at all. Obviously the books aren't 
about sex, but I'd like to keep things 
well-rounded... 


EVENTUALLY... 

I don’t know why Matthew Patel’s 
challenges come in the form of junk 
mail (or at least are interpreted that 
way). L guess he’s just too meek and 
polite in writing to be seen as a threat. 

Kniv 


to be sort of “the Amelie,’ which was 


Ss haircut was supposed 


insanely popular among hip girls for 
a while. Scott was originally supposed 


—_—_ 
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to successfully break up with her in 
this scene, and when it came time to 
write it, he just wussed out. That kind 
of thing is tough, and he’s a weakling. 


24 HRS LATER 

'The Rockit was a real club, a total 
dive, but last time I went to Toronto I 
noticed it was gone. We once played 
in a battle of the bands there with 
a bunch of terrible teenaged punk 
bands. I really failed to capture how 
cramped, ugly and terrible the place 
was. I kind of made it huge. Sorry! 
The backstage area is also completely 
fictional, as in it most likely never 
existed at all. There wasn’t room. 

Llike how Wallace is the only one 
who dresses like an adult. [ assume 
this is because he’s gay and therefore 


x 
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has fashion sense. ‘The character of 
Jimmy isan amalgamation someone 
kept having the hots for my sister's 
dates, although he never went as far 
as Wallace gets (kissing!). He’s named 
Jimmy only because I wanted her to 
say “This is Jimmy,’ which is another 
Starcraft line. 

A note: Knives grows up quickly, 
and becomes fashionable and 
aggressive, which mirrors Envy’s 
transformation (in Scott’s recent past) 

which is why he’s already starting 
to be terrified of her before Ramona 
even becomes a possibility. 

‘The whole Crash and the 
Boys sequence is just pure fun and 
nonsense. ‘The only note I'll make is 
that the “Baby I was born to destroy 
you!” spread was supposed to be 
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this detailed, Akira-esque wave of 
destruction, but I chickened out 

on drawing it. Oh, and it says “The 
Archies” on the drums because I 
wanted to underline that all cartoon 
bands are descended from the ~ 


Archies. 


Marrurw Pare. 

The fighting at the start is pure 
Capcom, with an Alpha Counter and 
then a sweep / air juggle. I drew this 
scene pretty early in the book because 
the publisher wanted some fighting 
stuff to show off. 

Matthew Patel is thus named 
because someone I know dated 
multiple Matthews, and I really liked 
this designer named Harsh Patel (he 
designed the font that I used for the 
large titles such as “So Yeah,’ and 
gave it to me for free because, uh, we 
were both Sloan fans?). He’s visually 
based on a guy I saw on the train 
one time, and he’s Indian because... 
uh... because his name is Patel. And 
[had planned more of a Bollywood 
thing, which got toned down into the 


STEN Fantinc’ Fa 


slightly-less- 
baroque 
‘scene we see 
§ shortly. 
Scott's 
shirt says 
“Mass ‘Teen 
Fainting” 
and there’s 
§ fainted 
gunn iat teens all 
ware ouity 

Spi f a ie around 

er Wee him, but it 
wasn’t even 
a conscious 
thing - it’s 
the title of 
the first 
Plumtree 
album. 


Happy 


coincidence! 


I don’t know what the hell I was 
thinking with Ramona’s flashback. I 
was operating on pure instinct. When 
she says “for some reason they all 
wanted me” you're supposed to look 
at her and realize they all wanted her 
because she had a fully-developed 
body in the seventh grade (boobies). 
This is compounded by Matthew Patel 
being like 3 feet shorter than her. All 
I remember about those years is that 
I was like five feet tall and all the girls 
were gigantic. 

“Nothing but pre-adolescent 
capriciousness” is another one of my 
secret favourite lines. It’s deliciously 


overwrought. 
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“YOU WON’T KNOW WHAT HIT YOU IN THE SLIGHTEST!” 


Most likely my favourite drawing 
in the book. ‘The scene is inspired 
on one level by Bollywood stuff, on 
another level by the video for Janet 
Jackson's “Miss You Much’, and ona 
comics level by the Para Para comic 
by Andy Seto. ‘The dance number was 
planned from the start, but [hadn't 
thought about how to approach it until 
I realized: they should all be doing the 
pose from the cover! Yeahhh! 

I like the large panels and the 
kinetic feeling. The truth is, | drew 
this entire scene in one night from 
about midnight to 6 AM. I drew 
almost the entire book - at least a 
hundred pages ~ in the final month 


before it was due. I’m unable to work 
that way anymore. I don’t think this 
book suffers too much for it — it has 

a certain sense of demented urgency 
which works for the story. But, yeah, 


can’t do it anymore. 


Behar) 
Virrewenst 
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The Annotated Pilgrim 


VOLUME 2: SCOTT PILGRIM VS. THE WORLD 


FROM NEC 
HUDSON SOFT 


The title page Is an homage to the title screen of 
“Bonk's Adventure”. 


"Tae New Kip 
‘The extended flashback which 
opens the book is kind of an appetizer 
to the second volume. Scott’s aborted 
fight with the bullies deflates your 
expectations, then you get lulled into 
the rhythm of the school scenes until 
you're suddenly jarred out of it by the 
jump into River City Ransom territory 
(including a last boss called Simon). 
That's the idea, anyway. I like the 
ambiguity of the flashback, and I don’t 
want to elaborate on it too much. 
¥ Shermon Pork *¥ 
The GENERIC DUDES’ turf! 


Some specific notes within the 
flashback: 

“St. Joel’s” and “Benvie Tech’, the 
rival schools, are named after the two 
leads from dearly departed Halifax 
band Thrush Hermit (Joel Plaskett 
and Rob Benvie). [also have a friend 
named Joel who hails from Northern 
Ontario and this sequence is a bit 
of a nod in his direction. The actual 
exterior of St. Joel’s is referenced from 
a school in downtown ‘Toronto, so I 
apologize for that. I just thought it was 
interesting-looking. 

Scott’s high school basement is 
based on my parents’ house, where I 
lived during high school. His family 
is likewise loosely based on mine, 
including the dog (our old family dog, 
Princess, died in 2003). In one panel 
you can almost see that the game 
on-screen is Sonic & Knuckles, which 


shortly becomes the name of their 


band. Pate te, 
While working 
—— 
, 
f 
—_ 


on this part, I 
suddenly vaguely 
remembered 
drawing idiotic 
little sheep in 

th 


the 7 


I stuck that in as 


grade, so 


Scott’s miraculous 


drawing ability. 
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You Suck, SurpristnG No-ONE 
The bit where the panels get 
smaller and smaller was something I 

sort of saw ina manga one time and 
wanted to put to my own use. If you 
can’t read the very last one, he’s saying 
“Tam rubber, you are glue” which is 
(apart from a generic comeback) kind 
of a Monkey Island thing (it’s an old 
computer game). 

I tried to put Scott in the skull 
shirt when bad stuff was about to 
happen. Here he breaks up with 
Knives. It happens in a record store 
called Sonic Boom, which is a real 
place near the corner of Bloor & 
Bathurst. When she invites him for 
dinner, he says “for Chinese food?” 
which I think is hilarious, in a racially- 
insensitive way. The breakup scene is 
at least slightly devastating, I hope. 


Bass Line From Fanau Fantasy Two 
As many of you know, the intro to 
the bass line from Final Fantasy one 
through six (and nine) is ludicrously 
simple (it has two notes). The panel 
of Scott playing it is consciously 
influenced by Harold Sakuichi’s great 
rock n’ roll manga, Beck. 


fHE WORLD 


I didn’t realize this consciously 
at first, but “Rammy’ is also the name 
of Um Jammer Lammy’s evil twin. 
‘The art style of Parappa the Rapper 
and Um Jammer Lammy (by the 
great Rodney Alan Greenblat) was 
obviously an influence on that of Scott 
Pilgrim, so consider it an unconscious 
homage. 


©Sony / Rodney Greenblat 


Kiw’s Morninc 
Her apartment is modeled on 

my sister's old place on Bathurst. All 
those fish prints were totally present 
in my reference © 
photos, I didn’t 
make them up. 
No-Account 
Video is lazily 
modeled on 
Suspect Video 
(the Markham 
St location). 


Full disclosure: 


it was Suspect 
Video in the 


script, but when 
[ wanted to take reference p hotos 
they wouldn't let me, so I changed the 
name and didn’t make the location 
terribly distinct. 

Hollie is another character (like 


Julie) who was made up on the fly just 


to fill a vacancy, but is becoming more 


SCOTT PILGRIM VS. THE WORLD 


important as the story goes on. In 
the script I describe her as “a slightly 
older semi-hipster girl with black 
hair who looks pretty with-it” [keep 
her around because | like drawing 
her, even though she’s inconsistently 
designed (like Julie!), and also 
because her gay roommate Joseph is 
fun to write and is popular with the 
kids. 

Looking at 
it now, there is 
some weird stuff 
tossed into the 
background of 
the video store. 
Magazines called 
SUCK, CHEW, 
BOTH, WOOL 
and SAUCE? The 
weirdest made- 
up video cover in 
there is JEWEL, 
‘THE MOVIE (1 
guess this is about 
the pop singer?). 

Anyway, other 
than that, I think 
the video store bit 
is the most half- 
assed scene in the 
book. My inking 


started to improve shortly afterwards. 


Srconp Cup, 'TRALNING, AND 
AFTERWARDS 

I think this is the first time I 
used the Second Cup as a location. I 
scouted the one near my apartment 
at the time, and as I started drawing 


the book it went into renovations and 


I couldn't even get inside to see what 
the hell it looked like! So anyway, the 
interior is kind of totally made-up, and 
next time I draw it I'll probably try to 
make it better. 

- In that scene is a cameo of me and 
Hope Larson at the bar (apparently 
my hair was long and hers was short), 
and also Kean Soo off to the side (he 
is largely hairless). 


Side note: Stacey 


YOU'RE A | 
HOLY (the real one, my 
TERROR, sister) did work 
KIM, AND ata Second Cup 
oe for a while, but 
ON MY not this particular 


SIDE. location. And their 
nametags really do 
say “Coffee Agent’, 

wee ae or at least they did 

PUT A MOVIE when she worked 
ON? T/M there. 

GONNA GO Lucas Lee’s 

Cece” movie “Let's Hope 


‘There’s A Heaven” 
is named after a 
Plumtree song, as 
is the movie he’s 
filming in town, 
“You Just Don't 
exist’. The shot 
on the T'V is like... 
he’s holding a pistol and a badge, and 
there’s a girl in a swimsuit over there? 
I guess the idea is that he’s in lousy 
movies? 

This is one of the few scenes 
where Wallace acts as Scott’s “trainer”. 
‘That was originally going to be more 
of a thing, but I kept downplaying it 
and now it’s just little bits here and 
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there. Oh, and during this scene Scott 
is wearing a Wigu shirt (well, a shirt 
that says “Wigu”), and I managed to 
misspell it in the very first panel. 
Afterwards, we 
see that the moon 
has two holes in it, 
which is setup for a 
really out-there joke in 
papa Volume 3; ’'m kind of 
surprised I planned it 


this early. 


IKNIVES COMES BY 


This little scene 


(For *, p° (Knives phoning from 


eter 3 the front step) was 
en inspired by one of 


my roommates’ ex-girlfriends, who 
did similarly weird stuff after they 
broke up. There were originally going 
to be more stalkerish scenes, but I 


consolidated it down. 


Scorr AND RAMONA HANG OUT 

There's a lot going on in the 
movie-watching scene. It’s one of 
my favourites in the book, and my 
favourite Scott/Ramona scene in the 
series to this point. [like how she’s 
interested in Lucas getting it on with 
the chick so they can see his butt. 

‘The movie is a weird dreamlike 
mishmash of the flashback earlier in 
the volume and weird action-movie 
stuff. The stilted dialogue is my 
lame parody of “typical comic-book 
dialogue’, with lots of errant emphases 
(and could also stand in for “bad 
acting”). The girl looks like Knives for 


whatever reason (and wields a knife), 


and the bad guy has like a crazy hat on 
or something? 

I don’t know what the hell is going 
on with Scott’s parents. At this point 
(in Volume 2, I mean) they’re kind of 
an un-thought-out facet of the story. 

I’m fond of the part where he’s 
flossing and she’s Q-tipping her ear. 
It’s easy to forget about mundane 
things like that when youre drawing 
a comic, so it’s always satisfying when 
[ manage to squeeze in some dental 
floss between the important dialogue 


and action. 


VEGAN SHEPHERD'S Pie 

People mention this scene all the 
time, which I guess is good? It grew 
out of my musings on what you could 
do in comics that you couldn't do in, 
like, film or whatever. It has to do 
with the printed page ~ stuff you can 
linger on, kids’ games, diagrams and 
other practical applications of having 
something written down in front of 
you. 

My friends and I used to have 
cooking nights like this once in a 
while, collaborating on the prep and 
enjoying the dinner later. Since my 
friend Joel is a pretty good cook (last 
I heard, he’s applying to culinary 
school) we had some fancy ones, but 
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T ended up using my own (boring) 
shepherd's pie recipe. 

I based the original recipe 
on something out of Nigella 
Lawson's How to Eat, with enough 
modifications that I didn’t see the 
need to credit her. I really liked 
shepherd’s pie when I was a kid, but 
it’s full of beef, so [hadn't eaten it 
in a while. I made this version a few 
times to try and feed it to Hope, and 
I wanted to put a recipe in the book 
and this was the most straightforward 


thing. 


KNIVES DYES HER HAIR 
Hipster girls with a swash of red 
hair were pretty common as I was 


PROBABLY 
LIKE as! 
SHE’S SOME 
FAT-ASS 
WHITE GIRL, 
YOU KNOWP 


I THINK YOU 
MENTIONED 
THAT SHE 
WAS FAT, 
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doing this book, but it’s also kind of 
psycho, so it works on multiple levels 
for good ol’ Knives Chau. I dyed 

my hair a few times in my teens and 
early twenties, so I didn’t even have 

to do any research for this scene! ‘The 
dialogue is something I’m proud of, 
because I think it gets a bit deeper into 
Knives’ mind than we'd previously 
been, but in an indirect, funny way. 


"THe NIGHT BEFORE Lucas L&E 

So Ramona gets a cat, probably 
just because I felt like drawing a cat. 

I think for this scene I originally just 
had Ramona sarcastically saying “do 
you want me to make you a list?” or 
something, but decided it would be 
funnier if she skipped 
that and just went 
ahead and made a 
list. Hope hated the 
apartment we lived in 
at the time - it was a 
basement thing and, 
while not as bad as 
Scott and Wallace's 
place, in hindsight it 
was pretty awful. So 

I think this came out 
of that. 

Ramona’s “I 
remember there 
being a lot of drama” 
line was stolen from 
Chris Butcher. I can’t 
remember exactly 
what he said, but 
it was some snarky 
thing about a school 
maybe being a theater 


SCOTY PILGRIM VS. ‘THE WORLD 


une, 
ROMANTIC 
comeoy, pJ 


a 

school and then an artful pause and 
then a zinger about how there was a 
lot of drama at this particular school. 


Casa Loma 

It’s a real castle, and the 
information printed there is real 
information, from the castle’s website. 
Google it. 

So, the story here is: our cruddy 
basement apartment was just a 
few blocks away from the castle. 
I'd been there as a kid (it’s a tourist 
destination), and I knew they filmed 
parts of X-MEN there, but one day we 
went for a walk and they were filming 

this Hilary Duff movie 

ikl we The I erfect Man. We 


didn’t see any famous 


i 


people or anything, 
we just thought it was 
kind of funny. So I 


filed that one away, 


and that was the inspiration for this 
scene. 

(In a strange twist of fate, when 
Universal purchased the option 
for Scott Pilgrim, the production 
company that set it up was Mare Platt 
Productions, who also produced 
The Perfect Man. \n another twist of 
fate, that same Hilary Duff movie 
used some Oni Press comics in the 
background of a scene, possibly 
including some of mine? | haven't 
actually seen it.) 

Anyway, Winifred Hailey was 
supposed to be like a pseudo-llilary 
Duff, while Lucas Lee is kind of an 
amalgamation of Jason Lee and Luke 
Wilson, I guess. He was visually based 
on the owner of a comic store | used 
to go to, but changed when I actually 
started inking him. Inking his beard 
and hair was hard and annoying. 

Oh, in this scene Scott is wearing 
a SARS t-shirt, which is visually 
based on the SARU shirts from the 
manga ‘Tokyo ‘Tribes, but of course 
says SARS, which is a disease that 
infamously plagued ‘Toronto in 2008. 
If pressed, I would probably claim 
that Scott Pilgrim takes place in 2004 
(which is when I wrote and drew the 
first book, and also wrote and started 
drawing the second), but Pm sure 
many temporal inconsistencies will 
crop up. 

The real stairs at Casa Loma 
would be impossible to'skate, even 
in fantasy-land, because they are 
segmented and have natural skate- 
stoppers. I simplified them in the 
comic and made it theoretically 


uff 
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possible. I really like how the skating 


scene turned out. I sweated bullets 
over how to draw an ollie, for example. 
I’m nota skater; the whole “I should 
have picked that proficiency in grade 
5” thing is definitely how I feel. I tried 
to pick up skateboarding in my early 
20s, but the first time I fell down and 
busted my drawing hand was the day I 
quit. ’'m not 
so good at 
the balance 
thing, so ’m 
better off on 
the ground. 


Noruine’s 
EVER Over 
This is 
probably 
my favourite 
single 
chapter in 
volumes 1-3. 
[try to give 
the chapter 
titles at 
least two 
meanings. 
| This one 
refers to 
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Knives returning with a vengeance, 
but at the end it flips around as Scott’s 
ex, Envy Adams, returns to haunt him. 
Tam a big dork who loves 
libraries. The Toronto Reference 
Library is pretty awesome. It has this 
ridiculous 70’s-futurism architecture 
and I knew I wanted to put it in the 
book. The image of made-over badass 
we Knives 
Chau on 
: the roof in 
those three 
consecutive 
panels was 
stuck in my 
head, along 
with the 
ominous 
chapter title. 
We 
4 see Julie at 
the Second 
Cup, and 
it’s the last 
_z time we see 
her without 
glasses. 


What 


is that I 
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completely blanked out during the 
final scene and put her in glasses, and 
then | kind of revised her character 
design in Vol. 3 and kept the glasses. 
This caused a lot of confusion, I think, 
because the character Lynette looks 
way too similar. In the first two, Julie 
is like Stills’s hot bitchy girlfriend, and 
later she’s... his hot bitchy girlfriend 
who wears glasses? In this Second 
Cup scene, I also forgot to put the 
grey tones on her hair, and I forgot to 
puta caption explaining who she is. 
Oooooooops. 

Anyway, drawing the Reference 
Library, and then a big fight scene 
in there, was my challenge-to-self in 
this volume. I think I captured the 
spirit of it. Meanwhile, Scott’s at home 
waiting for the phone to ring. It rings 
and it’s not who he expects and that’s 
funny ~ and then it rings a second 
time, and it’s not who he expects, and 
it’s shocking and devastating. I had 
various ideas for the “Envy calls” 
scene, and eventually did this weird- 
cropping 9-panel grid experiment 
because I wanted to get it over with 
as quickly as possible. It ended up 
working well - laziness wins again. 

At the end of the chapter, Wallace 
says a 4-letter-word: this is supposed 
to indicate that Envy’s presence breaks 
the rules of Scott’s world (one of which 


is “no swearing”). 


Taincs Keep 
HAPPENING 

This final 
chapter rides 
the wave of 
tension all 
the way to the 
cliffhanger at 
the end. Kind 
of the crowning 
achievement 
of the series so 
far, if you ask 
me. 

Scott's 
story about 
his last job 
(the Nouveau- 
Mexican 
restaurant) is 
something I 


wrote really 


early on and 
then strugeled to incorporate in sucha 
way that it didn’t seem idiotic. | laving 
Ramona highlight the stupidity of the 
story turned out to be the key. [love 
Scott's mournful country song about 
losing his job, and how he looks in the 
Nudie suit. 

Lee’s Palace is a real club, where 
I've danced many times and seen 
many of my favourite bands. Leven 
played a show there with Honey Dear 
(a band I was in). The show went very 
poorly. The sound guy was a jerk, we 
were all off our game, I only ate crap 
food all day, it was in January, there 
was no heat, and I ended up sick in 
bed for a week afterwards. At least I 
got some good reference photos. 


ay) 
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EXTRAS 


The Annotated Pilgrim 
VOLUME I anp 2: EX'TRAS 


ORIGINAL SCRIPT 

1 lost the files for the script in a hard drive crash shortly after finish- 

ing Vol. 1, but | still have this printout that | referred to while drawing 
the book, so here are the first two pages of PRECIOUS LITTLE LIFE, 
including a few scribbled notes. 


SCOTT PILGRIM’ S 
PRECIOUS LITTLE LIFE 


(volume 1) 


SCRIPT 


Bryan Lao O'Malley 
Yebruary~April 2004 


ACENY 1, So2tt and hie frbends. (1-3) 

-0-1- 

It’s a two page spread, The credits and legal stuff up on the left, omall, Acrows the bottom, 
the tops of winter trees and the beginnings of two houses, side by aida. The one on the right is 
where Stephen Stilla and Young Nei] live. Above that house floats a word balloon: 

NEIL Goott Pilgrim te duting a high schooler! 

-2- 


Inaide the kitchen, they!re eating toast and drinking jusoe and making fun of Scott. 


STILLS Geriously? Ie she hot? 

KIM DINE How old are you now, Bcott, like 287 

Scott (serene) I'm not playing your little games, kids, 

(pauao) 

KIM Bo you've o@en out of high school for like thirteen years, and- 
scott I’m twenty three! TWENTY THREE, 

STILLS 23 and you're dating @ high schooler, @h? Not bad, not bad. 


KIM Dating a - come on, what does that even mean? 
NEIL » like, did you guys “do it” yet? 


ScoTT (pleased w/ salt) Well, we sort of ride the bus, and aho talle me about how 
yearbook club went, and about her friends, and, you know, drama... 

“3- 

STILLS Yeah, okay. have you even kiased her? 

scott (burating with pride) Bhe almost held my hand once, but then she got embarrassed, 

KIM Well don’t you seem pleased ap punch. 

scoTT (pleased as punch) I don't know what you’re talking about. 

STILLS ¢ © What's her name? 

BCcOTT Knives Chas, She's CHINESE, 

NEIL That'e wicked! Where’d you moet her, anyway? 

scott I believe I mentioned the bus..? 


SCENE 2, dortt meets Knives on the bus, with her om, (4-8). 


On the Oasington bua around Dupont, southbound, 


CAP THE BUS 


ah) wa | 
as 2ad are jie ? . lege 
The Clash at Demonhead are just on, and wanting you to ies sas Bhs Sma ci thie APOE 
aced o nase tp Sa . ‘MAU and her mom are sitting side by aide, ahort legs dangling, Thay are 
teased at here: their name is a half- know youre an asshole holding snopping bags and wearing sinter coats, The bus 14 only alldly crowded and 18" ald- 
a afternoon, KNIVES ia fidgeting with her bag, 


aked ec 7-ela wy snats The far H 
baked semi-clever combination of The for being turned on. Sherman nice boy. You like him, 


Nagle (een ne iy 1 1 ; 
Clash (seminal 70s/80s punk band) She ended up evolving won rs eralcaati daar oialitias eovgetsivtetested/ ini boy] 
KNIVES wed, pissed) Hom! 


Knives forgets what her hande are aolngs she drops the shopping bag and books alid@ out across 
the aiale. She slightly spasses and goes to get them, but 4 pair of hands hae already begun to 
gather them up. 


and the first NES game I ever owned, _ into something more 
Clash At Demonhead. complicated, as we'll see 
5 
In Envy Adams, I wanted to try in Volume 3. 
and explore a character who walked a 


KNIVES Oh, god~ 


SCOTT, Ramona, Kninsy , waiiace, stills, kin, Neil, stay , teem matte pale | 


fine line between wanting to turn you 
otlur scott, CO mean, Morlger, sandra, (ule , jimmy, tamara, crash, joer, jm, trasha 
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EXTRAS 


-Hey:-- 
SCOTT (OP). Don’t worry about it, 
~§- 
Huge reveal of SCOTT, holding the booka out to her and grinning. 
CAP Bcott Pilgrim 


23 years old 
Rating: Awesome 


SCENE 3. Continuation of Scene 1. (half a payga) 


scoTT wAnd that’s how we met. 

STILLS You met hér on the BUS with her MOM? 
KIM Ie that seriously the end of that story? 
SCOTT Yes. 


VOLUME 1 TITLE SPLASH, 2-PAGE BPREAD, TOTALLY AWESOME. (6-7 


“Chapter 1” 


SCENE 4. Boott’s apartment, a ‘commate Wallace Wells. (8-9) 


Goott and Wallace’a place, Thia ia a strange sort of hole in the wall, what would be called a 
“oory atudio” in the listinge, It’s in an odd little door, in a place where an apartment should 
not be. Tha tnaide 19 4paraaly furnished ~ Scott haa one or two diatinctive postera or 
decorative features. There’s really only a kitchen, bathroom and bedroom / rumpus room (what 
they call it). Scott dooan’t really hang out here all that much apart from eating and sleeping 
and playing video games, 


scorr 1# taking hia coat off and WALLACE 1a sitting in the one comfy chair reading Now Magarine, 


scoTT Just ao I tell you before you hear some dirty lies from anyone else, you, I’m 
dating a neventeen year old. 

WALLACE Ts he cute? 

scorT (heading into the bathroom) Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha. 

=9- 

WALLACE Does this mean we have to atop sleeping together? 

scorT (from the bathroom) Do you w Nother bed in here? 


WALLACE looka over, and we alao see: one bed (futon mattress on floor), one chair, one lamp, one 
bookshelf, one computer, (all labeled with captiona saying they were purchased by Wallace) 


WALLACE You're totally my bitch forever, Scott, 


SCENE §. Knives comes to band pragtice for tne firet time, (10-17) 
“10- 


Stille’ porch. Scott and Mnivea have just rung the doorball and are waiting for someone to ‘open 
the door, 


scorT You have to promise to be good. 

KNIVES Of course 1/1) be good! 

scoTT (acting very sinoare) No, really. Please, Be good. 
KNIVES T'11 be good! Am I normally not— 

scoTT (not ap sincere, kind of jokey) You prominaa to be good? 


Stilla opens the door as ahe says this: 


KNIVES yon. zy betas good, ra i h Y 
STILLS at the e mal this 1 Scott? 
ell are you ng poor girl gay, 8co ‘sue CHART 


WOWNER [ns 
\ n sete 
role is eats 36 
$ L rh wv 
( Sie. ae ED, 
everything in bitchen (w) 


Jetta 
sho@y (s) 
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EXTRAS 


THE FIRST PAGE | EVER DREW 
The original page 23: Hand-lettered, balloons drawn with a brush, 
drawn at a different size. | don’t know where the original art got to, 


but | had a computer printout kicking around. 


Sebi Cool. Chill out. 
POPGMEM T's like in 


Train- 


was COERCING 
lim into dating 
her? 


Okay, maybe 
if dant watch 
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EXTRAS 


VOLUME 1 THUMBNAILS 

Pages 10-17 from Vol. 1. | used to try to do them bigger and more 
detailed (this is an 8.5x11 page on its side). You can see where | 
changed a Knives/Neil panel to a Scott panel on page 16, and where 
I chickened out from drawing the whole bus on page 17 (changed it 
to more of a closeup). | kinda like the original thumbnail better, but | 
was not very confident in my ability to draw the damn thing. 
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EXTRAS 


VOLUME 2 THUMBNAILS 

| was trying something a little fancier here, but it didn't last long. The dark 
grey marker indicates black fills, and the light grey marker supposedly 
indicates screentone. It works, | guess, but you could spend more time 
on these than the actual pages. They're more show-ofty than practical. 
Note how | skipped pages | wasn't sure about, figuring I'd come back to 
them later. 179-183 (mostly blank on this page) were the very last things 

| drew for this book. 


EXTRAS 


VOLUME 2, 84-87 

One of my favourite scenes. When | penciled it, | ended up drawing 
Ramona on the recliner in a few panels, moving back and forth fluid- 
ly, depending on how deep In the doghouse Scott is at the moment. 
It’s just a thing that happened on the fly, without a lot of thought. The 
characters’ personalities come out at different stages sometimes. 
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EXTRAS 


BREAKUP SCENE IN-DEPTH (48-51) 

In the script, they broke up and then it went right to the next 
scene. | drew a line below the scene and scribbled “INSERT 2 
PAGES of SCOTT on the bus alone”. The first run-through of 
thumbnails is pretty shakey as to what | wanted to get out of the 
scene. | left it alone for a while -- page 47 was finished January 
7th 2005, and page 48 was finished February 9th -- and | guess | 
came up with a visual idea that | think works pretty well. 


Ses 


PS 4. s\n A WY 
ATe | 
(4 99 — 3 jr 
) @ 
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EXTRAS 


SCRIPT: HIGH SCHOOL MONTAGE 

! printed out the Vol. 2 script on giant legal-size Pages, because I'd 
had this stack of legal paper lying around since 1998 and because | 
am always trying to scrimp and save on paper, Scrooge-like. Anyway, 
here is some script and tiny layout sketches from the last four pages 
of the high school flashback. 


Scene 6-7. High school montage. 
-32- 
The four of them in Scott’s den, playing Bomberman 4-player on Sega Saturn. —— 
TV Bomb up! Bomb up! 
04 
Scott and Lisa in class, comparing notes. 
(The four of them eating together at a diner. ? 
The band practicing in Kim’s basement. Lauren watches. 
LISA (singing) Keep up the pacel This was not the casel 


The four of them walk down the street. Scott and Kim hold hands. 


-33- 
Lisa signing them up for Lunchapalooza. ‘ 
singe | oa 


Scott and Kim at a movie. She's resting her head on his shoulder. 
They are on Lisa's floor making posters for the band, SONIC & KNUCKLES. 
Shot of Scott and Kim kissing in the rain. 

—_> -34- 


Insert of Kim putting on eyeliner? 


Shot of them opening at Lunchapalooza. o 
KID And now, everyone's favourite — SONIC & KNUCKLES! 


Shot of:them in the back seat of the car, kissing and touching. 
KIM Listen to this song. This is a really good song. 


(shot of the band playing (inserts of each of them having a great tim ) 


(Te four of them hanging out in the snow.) 2 


=> -35- 
Shot of Kim and Scott sitting on the playground at night, stars above. Spring jackets. 
KIM You're moving to Toronto? 


Shot of Scott in the back seat of the car, from outside, looking back (like Lost at Sea)? 
Shot of Kim on the sidewalk watching him leave. 


Close on Kim (sad, but stoic). 


Vora: Kien Pie ? 


falaw 
Tle A Packie: 


Sats otlied falace 


aires 


> 


american oro] 
+r yame) roles thor Cheep 
Dtegtansinlis— guitar, ams WsioM ips pace i wid 1 
saat Pilgrien— boss (really stemphshic, peib mee Ns torent 


: Yet incisive | auiee dreeoed 
Kim PIN — drums (play, everyting Ae KE a nance wild 
really fost) Belsare nN! 


aNO Yen hgh beak onl: 
stephen Shits sings welt 


feet ond kind of poorly, bur 1 A 
Mov Pink Wha "ack prawn. Ka weorws Te. 
played Fast Aya hard with CIN ' Ban 
Marmonje, a> sway by Akal «x-b ey te yet 
wl of bitte kids. , : 


what | ey Ne 
ow ork. ou8 r fomt 


Bryan Lee O'Malley's Scott Pilgrim is a critically-acclaimed, 
award-winning graphic novel series about a 23-year-old slacker 
faced with the first real challenge he’ ever had: dating a hot 
American girl with a dark past and seven evil ex-boyfriends who 
have vowed to destroy any guy she’ interested in. 


| 
| This booklet, Vhe Annotated Pilgrim, és intended as a 
companion to the first two books in the series, pictured below. 
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